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• 50% of 16 freshwater eel
species are globally traded
(plus marine species)

• Only European eel is listed
in CITES Appendix II
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• Trade across Europe‘s outer
borders is prohibited (2010)

• Non-EU countries: national 
restriction and trade bans

• Morphological distinction
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• Trafficking: 300 M fish pa

• Inconsistencies in trade 
data

• Listing & EU ban: effect 
on other species
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• Usage of wrong codes: 
massive impact on trade 
data, e.g.:
1 kg FIG = 3,000 fish
1 kg LIV = 3 fish
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• Confusion: codes & units 
(life stages, commodity 
types, specimen vs kg) 
under current CITES    
codes system
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• E-AC30-Com-05-R
• E-CoP18-063 (adopted!)

• Improvement by minor 
changes in specimen 
codes!

Solutions? | 
European eels

Photo: CoP18 Com I. Rec. 3; 19 August 2019: 09h05 - 12h00 
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/esp/cop/18/Com_I/SR/E-CoP18-Com-I-Rec-03.pdf



Specimen codes | 
European eels

Specimen
code

Description Products/Commodity Unit

FIG Fingerling Live fish (< 12cm) kg

LIV Live Live fish (> 12cm) kg

BOD Body Dead fish (entire fish only) kg

MEA Meat Dead fish (fresh and processed fillet for human 
consumption)

kg



Source codes | 
European eels

Specimen
code

Description Products/Commodity

R Ranching Specimen raised in aquaculture

Discussion should be referred to the Standing Committee’s intersessional 
working group on captive-bred and ranched specimens 



Customs codes | 
European eels

• Better harmonisation of
customs codes is urgently
needed

• Standing Committee & 
World Customs Organisation

Hong Kong:  5 HS

China:         27 HS

Japan:           6 HS
South Korea: 7 HS

Taiwan:       19 HS
EU:               8 HS



Key Recommendations |
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• Mechanism to facilitate 
traceability

• Strengthen collaboration

• Standardisation of ratios 
for conversion
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Thank you!


