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‘…Laws too gentle, are seldom obeyed; too 
severe, seldom executed…’

Benjamin Franklin

http://en.proverbia.net/citasautor.asp?autor=12622


What is it all about...?



The European Eel Regulation
(EC 1100/2007)



The Eels (England & Wales) 
Regulations 2009 Statutory 
Instrument

‘The Eel(s) Regs.’



The main impacting factors on eel populations 

Exploitation, 
Access/migration barriers, 
Entrainment, Loss of habitat,
Predation, Water quality/pollution, 
Pathogens & parasites, 
Climate change/oceanic factors



The Eel Regs

Part 1 Context and definitions

Parts 2 & 3 Regulation of commercial and recreational eel fishing. Plus 
60% for restocking

Part 4 The passage of eels.

Part 5 Notices and Appeals

Part 6 Enforcement and Penalties



We had to:

• Design a process
• Train and support staff
• Get ‘responsible persons’ to understand The Regulations, the process and 

their obligations......and act on them(!)

Scale of the challenge:

Qualifying sites range from this:  to this:

Needed to adopt a ‘risk-based approach’ to implementation



Stage 1. Filter 26,000 potential obstructions /21,000 abstractions 
down to a “useable” number. 

• Standardized Process  
• identify those with highest geographical significance.
• Use Nationally managed and maintained Datasets and GIS tools

Based on criteria such as:
Distance from Head of Tide
Relative Size
Predicted presence of Eel from Fisheries Classification Scheme 
(FCS2)
Water body abstraction “Sensitivity” (from CAMS)
Length of stream opened
Proportion of catchment opened
Number of barriers downstream

Stage 2.  Local Consultation
“Wise up” the filtered list.  

Prioritisation:  A Two Stage Approach



Legend:
Abstractions – Red
Obstructions – Blue
Pumping Stations – Green



Eel Risk Map:
Sites >100km above HoT and 
>150m altitude above sea level
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Sector compliance and implementation



Accessible Solutions:



Evidence and Guidance, and therefore solutions are all 
dynamic:





Thank you for listening!


