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Sustainable Eel Group conference, Natural History Museum, London
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Earth's systems are shifting

Human impacts have
resulted in step changes
in Earth's systems.

Amongst these multi-
dimensional shifts:
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Wetlands are needed in better condition

How Wetlands Support Achievement of the SDGs

SDG 17 - PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS SDG 1~ NO POVERTY
The Ramsar Convention works in partnership with other MEAs More than a billion people depend
to support governments in achieving the SDGs. on wetlands for a living.

SDG 2 -ZERO HUNGER
Rice, grown in wetland paddies,
is the staple diet of 3.5 billion people.

SDG 3 - GOOD HEALTH & WELL BEING
Half of international tourists seek relaxation in
a wetland areas, especially coastal zones.

SDG 16 - PEACE, JUSTICE & STRONG INSTITUTIONS

Effective of transboundary wetlands contributes

to peace and security.

SDG 15 - LIFE ON LAND

40% of all the world's species live and

breed in wetlands.

SDG 14 - LIFE BELOW WATER 17
Healthy and productive oceans rely on well

functioning coastal and marine wetlands.

SDG 4 - QUALITY EDUCATION

Safe water access enhances educational
opportunities, especially for girls.

SDG 13 - CLIMATE ACTION
Peatlands cover only 3% of global land
but store twice as much carbon as the
entire world's forest biomass. et a n S
SDG 12 - RESPONSIBLE Y
CONSUMPTION & PRODUCTION @ 13 a ﬂ C 1 e
Wetland areas properly managed can
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SDG 5 - GENDER EQUALITY
Women play a central role in
the provision, management and
safeguarding of water.

for water in all sectors.
SDG 6 ~ CLEAN WATER & SANITATION
Almost all of the world's consumption

of freshwater is drawn either directly or

SDG 11 - SUSTAINABLE CITIES &

COMMUNITIES 1" indirectly from wetlands.
Urban wetlands play a vital role in making
cities safe, resilient and sustainable. E g 9

ﬁ SDG 7 - AFFORDABLE & CLEAN ENERGY

Sustainable upstream water management can
provide affordable and clean energy.

SDG 10 - REDUCED INEQUALITY
Healthy wetlands mitigate the risk to an estimated
5 billion people living with poor access to water by 2050.

SDG 8 - DECENT WORK & ECONOMIC GROWTH
Wetlands sustain 266 million jobs in wetland
tourism and travel.

SDG 9 - INDUSTRY, INNOVATION & INFRASTRUCTURE
Healthy wetlands form a natural buffer against the increasing number
of natural disasters.
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The role of wetlands is often overlooked

Wetlands

INTERNATIONAL




Important to see the bigger picture
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Crisis of diminishing wetland resources

Inner Niger Delta, Mali
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Inter-dependency of wetlands and drylands
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Inner Niger Delta: can we prevent ecosystem & social

collapse?
The Problem
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What’s needed
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http://interculturalzone.lokahi-interactive.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

Brokering integrated solutions
e.g. Central Rift Valley, Ethiopia

The Problem What is needed
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Reversing system collapse

Example: Chilika Lagoon, Mahanadi delta, India

Bay of Bengal




Rehabilitation of Chilika Lake : well worth the
investment!

Ecological collapse: 400,000 farmers & 200,000 fishers affected
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Can we engage all sectors at all scales to keep rivers in good
ecological condition?




Multiple causes - massive impacts
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Hope for eel from joined up solutions?

- Can we overcome the physical and sectoral barriers?
- Is there a package of solutions backed by all stakeholders at all scales?
- Are there sufficient policies and regulations to underpin these?
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