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Aims of the studies

Obtain insight in the trade flows of eel from 
Indonesia to East Asia and from North 
Africa to East Asia prior to and following the 
2010 EU trade ban

Indonesia, clarify changes in regulation and 
document government efforts to promote 
eel as an export commodity.

Flag up trafficking



Data acquisition

UN Comtrade database 

Live eel (HS code 030192), fresh / chilled 

whole eel (HS030266), frozen whole eel 

(HS 030376) 

Mauritania, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, 

Libya, Egypt (2007 to 2016)

Indonesia (1989 to 2013)



Data acquisition

CITES trade database 

Live and frozen/chilled eel

Mauritania, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, 

Egypt (2009 to 2015)

Government reports, news items, articles

Indonesia (1973-2014)



North Africa

Mauritania, Algeria, Egypt -

insignificant 

Little change in trade flow 

and volumes from Algeria, 

Tunisia

Morocco: 10-fold increase



North Africa

Significant shift 

<2010: N. Africa  EU

>2010: N. Africa  E. Asia

Shift to younger, more 

expensive, eel



Indonesia

First regulation in 1973

Regulates export of glass eel, but 

ambiguities about size

Unclear legal status, but Fisheries 

Act 31 (2009) stipulates conditions



Indonesia

Active promotion eel as export commodity

Mainly A. bicolor and A. marmorata

Advice often in conflict with regulations



Indonesia

Steady increase since 2007

Official statistics 

underestimate levels of 

trade 

Regulation may be needed 0
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Indonesia

Eel trafficking? 

2012 export from Indonesia totals 

4.0 million kg

East Java (1/16 export provinces) 

reports exports of 3.6 million kg

Indonesia-Japan business 

magazine reports export of 4.1 

million kg of live eel and 8.3 million

kg of processed eel to Japan alone



Indonesia

Regulation may need to include 

tropical eel

Thank you and thanks to the 

organisers


