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Our vision and mission

Our vision is that of a world where wetlands are treasured 

and nurtured for their beauty, the life they support and the 

resources they provide.

Our mission is to sustain and restore wetlands, their 

resources and biodiversity
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Wetlands matter → They act as water sources, sinks and purifiers. Are a source of plentiful food &

fish. They support abundant and unique nature. Are engines for the local economy. They buffer

and mitigate disaster risks. And are the Earth’s greatest natural carbon stores.

How we work…



Our Strategic Intent 2015-2025 has 5 streams:

1. Healthy Wetland Nature

2. Vibrant Coasts and Deltas 

3. Blue Lifelines in the Desert

4. Replenished Water Stores from Mountains to Sea 

5. Peatland Treasures Safeguarded and Restored
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Replenished Water Stores from Mountains to Sea - Vision for the future

The degradation of wetlands of critical importance for water storage from mountains 

to sea is reversed. They will feed the rivers with water, reduce the risk of  harmful 

flooding and provide the renewable opportunities for biodiversity. A more productive 

and safer landscape for millions of people and nature down stream.



Wetlands International – European Association

Brings together 8 members with 

strong focus on river restoration. 

Promoting conservation and 

sustainable use of wetlands for 

people and nature, by linking 

science, policy and practice
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IUCN Red List assessment:

- Critically Endangered (2006–Not Evaluated, 2008 - CR)

Legal Status:

- CITES – Annex II

- Council Regulation (EC) No 338/97 ‘Wildlife Trade’– Annex B

- Barcelona Convention Protocol – Annex III

- OSPAR Convention – threatened species

- Helsinki Convention – threatened species Baltic

- Bonn Convention (CMS) – Appendix II (since 2014)

Regulated by:

- Council Regulation (EC) 1100/2007 …“framework for the protection and sustainable 

use of the stock of European eel” .. Eel Management Plans.. 60% of eels less than 12cm 

for restocking…escapement to sea of at least 40% of sliver eels…

The European Eel – Policy landscape



Indirect legislative links: 

- Council Regulation (EC) No 338/97 ‘EU Wildlife Trade Regulation’

 Directive 2008/99/EC - protection of the environment through criminal 

law

- Council Regulation (EC) 1100/2007 – “EU Eel Regulation”

 EU Habitats Directive

 EU Water Framework Directive

 So what is missing?

The European Eel – Policy landscape
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The European Eel – a great PR story



 Conserving wetland ecosystems, including restoring natural river 

features and unblocking river barriers provides multiple benefits

 An all inclusive stakeholder approach is key to solving the Eel issue 

(approach by SEG & Wetlands International)

 For the Eel, the legislative tool box is pretty full – implementation and 

enforcement is needed 

 Incentives are often an effective route to real results on the ground   

 The amazing life history of the Eel and its plight make a good story 

 What is good for the Eel is good for European wetlands and people. It 

is not competition with other priorities.

Closing remarks



Thanks… 

Stay in touch:

http://europe.wetlands .org/

cy.griffin@wetlands.org

https://support.twitter.com/
mailto:cy.griffin@wetlands.org/

