
Eels in Japan; Habitat 
status, aquaculture and 
trade in Japan

・The Japanese eel ( Anguilla japonica)  is designated an 
endangered species by both the IUCN and Japan’ s 
Environment Ministry (MoE). Though distributed 
throughout eastern Asia, it is nevertheless genetically a 
single panmictic population and consequently requires 
international resource management.

・Continual anthropogenic change is affecting its natural 
habitat in rivers and coastal waters. Over 70% of viable 
habitat is reported to have been lost in the past 40 years.

・The trade in glass eels for input to the aquaculture 
industry in eastern Asia includes IUU (Illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated) fishing and the media 
report that organized crime is involved. 

・No major Japanese supermarkets currently source 
European eels. On the other hand, no major Japanese 
supermarket has stopped sourcing Japanese eels since 
they were declared endangered.
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[Fig.2]  Annual eel catch from freshwater (tonnes)
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[Fig.4] The limit set for the four countries/territories 
and the actual quantity of eel seeds
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[Fig.2] Annual imports of glass eels (kg) (Ministry of Finance)

IUU  (Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated) fishing 
and illegal trading
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<�> Kyodo News investigation as reported 
by Kumamoto Nichinichi Shimbun. 
June 15th 2017Article from the business magazine 

Wedge on the connection between 
eel smuggling and crime syndicates.
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[Fig.3] Japan’s annual catch of glass eels (tonnes)
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A supermarket display dominated 
by eel for Do-yo-no-ushi
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Man-made structures make Japan’s rivers 
hazardous for eels: A citizens’  investigation
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