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Best practice fishing
Effective restocking
Reduced illegal fishing & trade
Increased traceability
Supported livelihoods

Reduced non-fishing mortality
Reduced non-target by-catch
Improved river connectivity
Restored wetland habitats

SEG as 
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Sound Science
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Common issue for Europe
Communications Network
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Credible certification
Funding Sustainability
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ICES Advice 2016 

• Precautionary in the absence of good data

• Status of eel remains critical

• The EU recovery Plan has not been evaluated

• The understanding of the stock dynamic relationship is not 
sufficient to determine/estimate the impact any catch above zero

2016 All anthropogenic mortality as close to zero as possible. 

2017 All anthropogenic IMPACTS as close to zero as possible. 



“Harmonising scientific research to enhance 

Anguillid eel conservation efforts”

European Cooperation in Science and Technology (COST)

• COST funds networking activity only (~0.5m € over 4 years)

- Meetings, Training Schools, Short Term Scientific Missions

• Proposal deadline 01 December 2016

• Stakeholders from Science, Conservation and Industry

• Currently 52 participiant from 20 countries

Objectives

• Involve all stakeholders (Sci, Con, Ind.) to increase conservation efforts 

• Support eel research in countries outside EU (enable stock assessments)

• Assess risks resulting from contamination in relation to stock 

management

and food safety

• Increase traceability in global eel trade

Benefits for SEG: Distribute the idea of joint action fund SEG-related meetings 





NGO Partners with Wetlands International 
European Association

WWT

ZSL

TDL

WIEA

ICRR

CIRF

EuroNatur

SEG NGO’s UK

Rivers Trusts 
ZSL
Wildlife Trusts
Salmon and Trout

RSPB
WWT

Observers

NT
WWF
MCS
Government Agencies

COM



RRC Bulletin 
October 2016

ONEMA open RRC in France



Screening Solutions Thames Water



Atlantic Area 2016-2019 

 WP3: Improving the 

sustainability of the Eel 
Fisheries 

 WP2: Silver Eel Escapement – A

Non-destructive Method for Sex

Determination and a Citizen
Science Project

 WP4: Management Solutions

 WP5: Dissemination and 
communication

 WP1: Project management

£3m 75%

• NGO led
With Science and
Commercial 
partners 



The collapse of an important Culture 
or Tradition

13,000 Fishermen  
in 1993 (Moriarty)
A few 1000 today



DUPAN / Aal Initiative



SENSITIVE FISHING

COLLECTION STORAGE  DISTRIBUTION

AQUACULTURE and RESTOCKING

PROCESS PACK and SELL 

DEVELOPING AND BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE 
SUPPLY CHAIN

THE SEG
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The Standard The Eco-Label



The mature Standard released at the 2013 Conference builds on the 
experience of 50 assessments. SEG will continue to consult, review and 

improve. 

Over 70% of the 
European Industry

“IFM Influence”

Similar to MSC 
but for eels

Reinventing the 
Industry



"Full ISEAL membership is one of WWF's key 
requirements for credible certification schemes”

WWF Market Transformation Initiative Director
Richard Holland
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Note this WWF view……..

In the light of the latest Brand credibility issues…… 

International Social and Environmental Accreditation and Labelling Alliance
Founded 2002



ISEAL Credibility Principles 
written into the three Codes

• Setting Environmental Standards
• Assuring Compliance
• Assessing Impacts







Traceability from Eel Regulation
1100 / 2007

Article 12 

Control and enforcement concerning imports and exports 
of eel

No later than 1 July 2009, Member States shall:

— take the measures necessary to identify the 
origin and ensure the traceability of all live eels 
imported or exported from their territory,



Restocking Paragraphs 1100/2007
Article 7

Paragraph 1:

It shall reserve at least 60%

Paragraph 2:

The level of 60% shall be achieved by 31 July 2013

Paragraph 3: 

Establish reporting system to ensure restocking

Paragraph 6:

in the event of price collapse…..commission may 
include a temporary reduction to Paragraph 2


